The enigma of consciousness and the brain-mind relationship will-most likely-be unveiled in the twenty-first century through the new technologies developed at the end of the twentieth century and new technologies yet to come. The new technologies will be used to tackle the problem from evolutionary, developmental, normal, and pathological brain functioning. A major contribution, however, will surface when investigating a particular perspective of pathological brain functioning-a perspective that has not received any attention in the past: the investigation of the reemergence of mind out of prolonged coma and coma-like states.
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Comatose and Paracomatose States after Severe Brain Damage
Through recent advances in emergency medicine and intensive care more and more patients survive life threatening conditions such as severe traumatic brain injury, cerebral hypoxia due to cardiac problems, asthmatic status, or drowning. With the advent of effective neuroprotective agents and further development of neurosurgery the survival rate of such patients with even more severe brain damage will increase even more. Not only will they survive but an increasing number will recover to a level of normal living. A considerable number, however, will remain in a coma for an extended period
